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About Imperial 



World’s best lab 



World’s best laboratory 



World’s best laboratory 



World’s best laboratory 



World’s best laboratory 



What is the ideal lab? 

1. Space to do your work – it needs to be the right size 

2. Need to be able to interface with the right people 

3. Need to be able to think and concentrate 

4. Clean and cleanable 

5. Bright and light enough to be able to see 

6. Comfortable – temp/humidity/smells/noise 

7. Reliable 

8. Secure – your IP and wallet are important 

9. Need to be able to work without exposing either yourself or anyone 

else to something harmful 

10. Ensure that you’re not responsible for the next FMD outbreak  

 



Is this the ideal lab? 



Is this any better? 





What about this? 







Clostridium difficile 
Clostridium tetani, 
Clostridium perfringens 
E.coli K12 



E.coli, EPEC , EHEC, ETEC, EAEC, UPEC  

Citrobacter Rodentium,  

Salmonella enterica serovar Typhi, 

Legionella pneumophila,  

Anthamoebea castellani,  

Dictyostelium discoideum,  

Saccharromyces cerevisiae,  

Listeria monocytogens,  

Vibrio cholera,   

Yersinia enterocolitica,  

Campylobacter jejuni,  

Campilobacter coli, 

Shigella sonnie,  

Shigella boydii,  

Shigella flexneri,  

Helicobacter pylori 





Centrifuge spill 



COSHH 





So what’s the solution? 



Resist this 









What can we do? 

Risk assessment 









Coincidence? 

Of the 7 exposure incidences at 

Imperial College since 2010, 6 have 

taken place in this building. 

 
(No. of those in this space < 5% of total bio 

workers) 

 

 



However…. 



Don’t forget the ancillary aspects… 



Campaign for small labs 


